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prophets had claimed for men, was given to them by this
Edict from the Mount.

The first law, then, of the Kingdom of God, is that all men,
however divided from each other by blood or language,
have certain mutual duties arising out of their common
relation to God. It may, however, be urged that this law
was superfluous. Without denying the fact that at an
earlier time nations had regarded each other as natural
enemies, without maintaining thaUthe philosophic doctrine
of a unity in the human race had had much practical
influence, it may still be urged that the Eoman Empire
had already realized that unity which philosophers had
imagined and to which Christ now gives a late sanction.
By the Koman conquests a number of different nations
had been brought together and united under a common
government. In the period immediately succeeding their
subjugation they had, no doubt, been treated by their
conquerors with insolent oppression. It was plain that
proconsuls and propraetors had little sense of duty in
regard to their subjects. The principal object of their
government was to preserve to the state its acquisition,
and the secondary object to reap some personal advantage
from it. But time had produced a great improvement.
The sense of duty, which at first was wanting, had been
awakened. A morality not founded on blood-relation
had certainly come into existence. ,The Eoman citizen-
ship had been thrown open to nations which were
not of Eoman blood. A hundred years, before the
Sermon on the Mount was delivered Cicero had roused
public indignation against an unjust and rapacious pro-
praetor. Since that time foreigners had been admitted by
the Eoman state to the highest civic honours. And in
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